
OUH POSTAL AFFAIRS.

Annual Report of Postmaster Gen¬
eral Randall.

Post Omc* Dipabtmikt, Mot. 26, 1R8T.
Sia.The revenue! of th* Department dunag tne " c*!

few ended June 30, 1857, war* $16,237 O'JS, to winch
should be added amouata drawn from the Trenury
under tbs acu making appropriations for carrrjin*
"free mail ma ter," $'.*00,000, and erao icu uo<i«r ib>-
.peciat aopropriatton* for overland mail an I mnrin*

service between New York and California, $900 000;
(leamabip aervice between San Franclaco, Jupan and
China, $41,060i nod between lb* Cniied States and
Brazil, $250,000 (ncluding $100 000 on acco nt of xe vice

performed during the previoue li»cal year); for new mall
route*, $160,000; and to supply deficiencies $160,000;
Banking the receipts from nil source* $19,978,693 The
.xpaMitur** of ail kinds, lucluiiithe foreign mail
transportation and ssrvlc* lor winch the above npec.nl
appropriations were mad**, nay $1,191.606, during the
anme period, were f 19,'J85.483, ehowing an excna* of
rec«ipu ov«>r espendil'iw ot $743,213.
The ordinary eip«n>rs of ti>e depait>n»n', not Includ¬

ing mail iram>porU'iou provided lor bv special appr>-

Iirtaiion. wre $18.O4.'>,810: and tne oidmarr receipt*,
ncludiotf tlie amoout drawn under anoropriation for
carry ion T<e mail maittr. wore $16,137 020. allowing an
excaaa oi expenditures of $1,Q03,7VJ winch na* been met
by the unexpended balances of former appreciation*.
No appropriation for the past year 1* therefore needed.
The receipt* lor postages, a* compared with the pre¬vious year, show an increase of six per ceut ant tbo

expenditures an Increase of 26 3-10 per cent. The
amount of revenue coo entmed in tne depositories and
d re 11 offices was $6 164,728; collected by th i auditor,$2,197,113; retailed by postmaster* for oompen'ation
end c.fflce expen-ee, $0,814,166; and remaining m (he
band* ol postmaster-*, awaiuug coilecti n, $5 1,028.
The detail* of the flnanc.ai operation* of tb* depart¬

ment are fuliy ant lortii in tb* accompanying compre.

bensivo report of tb* Audit r:.
¦anuATw* run 1809.

The ordinary expenditure* lor
tbe year ending June 30,
1899. are estimated nt $21,200,000?dl for overland mail
and marina service be¬
tween New York and Call-
forma 9900,00081earneh ip eervtc* between San
FYaneieco, Japan and China. $00,000

Steamship aervi e betweou tb*
United State* ant Brazil.... 160,000

Steamship rerviee between Han
Franclaco and the Sandwich
lM*nd* 76,00$

To *nppljr a deficiency In ser¬
vice between the United
Bute* aad Brazil la th*
ttecai year *uded June 30,

I860 12,600
$1,637,600

Making tbe total estimated
eipenditur * $22,837,600111* ordinary receipt*, lot-lad¬

ing tb* »landing appropria¬
tion ol 1700,000 for carrying
fro* mail matter, are eti
matedat $16,700,000Add amounts ol *pcclal ai>t>ro-
priauon for California, into*
and Brazil malls, and tor tbe
deficiency aboro named 1,662,600

$15,262,000
Showing an axceas of expendl-

ture* of $4,676,000Deducting th* ubdruwn bal¬
ances of appropriation* for
Uio department, amount ug

to 2,000,000Loaves tne deticieucv to he
provided for Irom tho ^ono- ,ral treasury 2,576,000

Arrr.opwATioss roa hi**cut t-invtc*.It will aUo be nccossary to make the usual appro¬priation* a* follow*:.
For overland mail irati'porUtion and marine
.ervice boiweeu N-w Vor» and California $900 000Mail alcamsnip service h^tweon San Franclaco,Japan. ainl Cblna 600,000Mail steamship service h»twe*n tho Cm ted
States and Crazil 150,000And for defit tencv ou arrount of aervice be¬
tween the United Stele* and llraztl dui ng th*
fiscal year endt d June 30 U0a 12,600Mail steamship service bet t> ecu San Frauci co
and the Sandwich Minds 75,000

H>'f«TA(»K "JTJkyr* AND f9TAMt*KD K:<VELOP**.
OuriDx tiro year .i7l,50'.» Cd'i postage stamps, of tbeveluo wf $11 578.607; 44,5(0,160 plain stamped envoi-

opes, rej)r«*.50n iu. *1.U0.5>8; 16 602,7.r>0 slamiedenvelopes U'sriug printed curds and ruijm-Ki.H, rai<re*uat-
tog $41»4 712; and 1.8o7.70u new-papor »tappers, valued
at $37,1*15, were Issued. Au aggregate value ol'$13.401,003k

Tbe issue of pontage stamps, compared with the pre-?loua year, shoos an inrr<a'« of about 0 5 per cent,while like Issue of stamped envelopes bus increased
almost bl per cent. Thu mcrraie is utirlbuiaUlo to the
Introduction of rmtlng business cards and r»q toiui for
return l( not delivered, without additional co t, i ne
issue of this c1a<s of envelope; during uie year wai in¬
creased 1 0.1 par ivit o.er that of 1SOO.

Tlie piciiictioo in last icar'* report tSst the uso of
.uch eiiveloj os would tend largely 11 reduce tho num¬
ber of desd loiters hit beeu verilled. Tt.e siati«tl''S
elsewhere given, und--r the head of d 'ad lottery show
that tlie number hat ditnini-hed nearl' one million dur¬
ing the past year, and that this cratltying rosuli ia
attributable to ilio u >e of envelopoi wuli a request ror
tne return to the writers o( unclaimed lottera directly
frotn the poet offi '« ad<ir«*«cd. lliaeniimated tbat fully
fiftv millions o( th«M> cut elopes were used daring tne
year, tbo de| artmoui supplying about one-third of ibe
number. The sales ot postage numpi and stamped
envelopes during the year atnointad to $ ri.VtH. 124,
leaving unsold In the hands or postmasters $412,OX

!««# HOTAIH. i-TAMfF.
Experiments are In pro.rcsa with . poslsTe stamp

printed on embossed paper, wtiicn teein* to sflTorJ good
security aitstnsi Iraud. The fibres of the paper being
broken, cancelling marks almost necessarily penetrate,
.u (bat ihcy easily tie removed without destroy¬
ing tbo sump. Tlie adhesive properties arc also pro¬
moted, and other advantages secured which comrucnd
the inreulion to favorable on.ice.
Tbe number of packages ot postage «»mi* lost in the

matladurlng the year ended June. 30, 1K67. was pine-
leen, ropres.mting $3&o0. The number of pa. ka.es of
¦tatuped cuveiupes lost during tue sauie penod »as
seven, valued at $1,191.

During tbe year twenty-ecbi rises of elaims on ar-
oount of robberies by armed forces bav* been actmt
on. Twmy-four of tneae, amounting to $<1,064, have
been allowed, and four, amounting to $483, have been
disallowed.

rOTTRACTB.
Tbere were in the »»rrxe of the department on the

30th of June, 1^67, 8,o76 contractors lor tbo transporta¬
tion of the mails
Of mail routes in operation there were 7.743; acgre-

gate length, 203,245 mile*; ag^repat* annual trsnt-
portatl n. 7S,W»:,7s9 Miles; ature.ate annual cow,
$9.330,2S5; Including tboc>mpensa'ion of postal railway
clerks, routs a**ats, local agents, mall ines«engxr*,
mall route messengers an I basi.age masters in charge of
malls, viz.. 91.0V0.871, the aggregate annual cost was
$10,357,157. This service wa-divided as follows. vis. .

Railroad routes.length, 34,015 r.i!m; annual trana.
porution. 3-,437,l>00 miles; annual c «t, $3,812,000;
about 11.75 oenis per mils.
Steamboat routes.Length, 15.094 mlle«; annual trans¬

portation, 3,210,740 tailss, annual coat, 9472,300; about
147 cents per mii*

Celsrity, certainty and security rod's*.Leajth,
1S3.13A miles; anonal transportation. 4».334,14j milsa;
annual coat, $5.051.4M); aliout 11.C5 cents per mils.
Tbs length of routes wss increased over the precedlnc

year 22,324 mne«; tbe annual transportation, 7,144.875;
and cost, $1,700,812, to which ad I Increased cost for
railwav postal clerks, route, >ocal and othur agsnts,
$241,101. makes an aggregats of $1>40,973.
LOitSLaTtTB oorriL*cT»..«»!» raanrmtv to roHTLAXP, rr

SKA
By a lolnt resolution of Cnnrreee approved February

18. 18«7. tbs ro*tma«er General was "authorised to
employ ocesn mall service bet-ve*n dan Francisco, Cali¬
fornia, and Portland. Oregon not less than three ttraea
a month, ia continuation of the service from New York
via ranama to >an Krsnrtaen. provided that the cost of
.aid sarvlce shall not exceed $ JS,000 per annum." Tits
The resolution further diree-ed that bids for tbe sorvic*
be livlted by advert aenient in uew<p pers publl*hod at
8aa Francisco, California, and Cortland, Oregon. In
compliance with the pro«istoaa of this enactment an
advertl*em«ni wss prepared tinder date of Kobrutry 25,
1MT, and Inserted in tbe newspapers directed, and also
in oos printed in New York, inviting proposals for ser-
vloe from July 1, 1107, to jone 30, 1-70. But on* bid
was received, that of the Califnrnia, «>regon and M tlcan
Steamship Company, at $25,000 per annum, which was
accented Juno I, lsOT, and contracts bars since been
eieeuted.

inrroijr to ronrtAvn, ft t,A.vp.
The Fortieth < nogmm adopted ". t»4.»lution to t< rtni-

nate a contract of a member of Consress with the Tost
Offloe department. " which was approved by the Presl-
dent March 2n, 1807. This resolution autbor./rs the
Foetmsster (leneral ' to cancsl the contfact between the
United .-slates and the pm^ent eoairaefW fnr the trans¬
portation of tbe mall oa routs No 14.712, botwoen Lin¬
coln, California, sn1 Portland. Oregon, to taks sfle-l
September 30, 1M7," and directs ibat tbe department
"advertise for bids tor tbe t>erformsn'-c Of tbo s--rvics
for tbs residua of Ihe contract term '* Cnll.'ornls and
Oregon newspapers.
An sdvertteem*nt wsc accordingly leaned April 4,

1807, and published as directed lav:tinc pmp<v«i>s for
the service from October 1, 1887, to Jeoe 30. 1870, nnddf
which sdvsrtlssmeat bids were received from three per«
sens, ihs lowest being that of Jes«e C Cnrr. of San Fran-
ciace at $19* 000 per scnem, which was BcoepiiHlAugust I, 1887.
Tbe compensation under tbs contact superseded bytbls legislation was $179,000.

ovsai.Asn ASH TsnetTotttAL natLC.
Ko changes bnve been made in tbe overland Cstlfoml a

¦tail smoc tbe last annual report, at wbtcb time tbe De¬
portment wae bavin* daily service from tbe ends ef the
railroad, by both tbe Smoky Hill and Plaito routes, so
far as Denver, where the lines united end formed tbe
etnele dally rente via Salt T*ke City and Virginia City
to tb* Central Pacific Railroad connection.
During tbe cprtnsaad eemmer menthe tbe complaints

M M the annacr In which the secrice was being per¬
formed. and IM greet delay in the arrival of mall from
tfte cmh at Dearer cad Salt Lake, ware mere munoreee
na« nreaelac Utaa gg any Usee glace tie preecat rente
feea beaa to sgarellaa. II wee ahargsd taal toe laelaa
MM% natlataid ef by Ike coataaAar aad gtrea hr

his acente u an excuse for the non performance or eer
«r. wSre a preteeoe, and UMt mere »i« n > reasonw?,v the m!ll? snould not be conveyed regularly and
whinscuedttis nma. lha oittelal import., Uowev -r, ol'm eruiiui ai,d olh«f ottlcers of the army, re-lieUOni'

.... ..f W.» in this l^nnrtintflLfarraJ b* tne Secretary of War to this Deoerimenl.'. J,j c..rl isvely that the moat sartoua troupes did ex-!at 011 it>e plains. and thai there «H no ssfety for either*a<ern*.r*or msila sxcepl sutler staple m ll'ary eecort,\b.i-n' could noi be furnished dally. A epeclal agent of
tl.c lerartment, lately soul over tbe rout# lor the ex-,I'on puroo-e of reporting at to tbe milMr in which
the servlee bad been performed during tlia lunmw,
and ai.so as to t's present couditioe, baa, under daw of
November 4, 1W7, mad# bin report, which la accom¬
panied by tne altidavlt of lb* postmasters at the prin¬
cipal offl es ou the route, and also by the siatsments of
aeveral offlc rs commanding military stations on the
Hue. The buides of this proof 14 summed up m veil,
pei liapa. In the aittdavlt of tbe postmaster at Denver as
in any oi the oilier pei>ers submitted. He says:."On
thai |H>rii«n ol the route from Denver to Omaba City, or
leruiinue of railroad, Indian troubles of a aerioua nature
commenced aa early aa February 16, and. notwithstand¬
ing the contractor, supported by tbe military, pat lorth
every elTort in bis power to clear tbe road and keep It
open, no mall waa received at tbla office over thai route
from February 28 to March 2. During the month of
March our registers abow eighteen failuree. From Jane
6 to September 1 regular trips were mad*©a alternate
data, and from that date to «he present we have bad
daily torvice. 1 am reilab.y luformed that the delay waa.
In nianv inxtancea, caused bv loas of stock driven off or
hoctilb Indiana at points where it waa impossible to re¬
place it w t'lont prolonged delay. Tbia waa more esijo-ciaily tbe case on the route from Denver to Salt Lake
City. Lale in tbe winter the Union Paciflo Railroad waa
bOckaded by anow, followed aoon by high water, which
caused another delay of three weeks and the diversionof the mall Irom the Platte to the Smoky Hill line.
From the beet information I can obtain the cauae of all
the detentions and Irregularities complained of were un¬
avoidable on tbe part of the contractor, and of such a
character as to have precluded tbe. possibility of any
man or set of men makiug regular tripe over the route,
unless securely guarded by an armed force of consider¬
ed magnitude." From papers submitted by the con¬
tractor to tbe Inspection division it would appear that
from April 1 to August 16,1867, the Indians robbed him
ol three hundred and fifty head of sumsstock; burned
twelve of bis stage stations, with large amounts of gram
and nay; dee royed three coaches and e*press wagons,severely wounded several of bis passengers and killed
outrisnt thirteen of bis most reliable employes.

ihe Santa Fe route although more fortunate than the
overland, was also besieged by Indians during tbe great¬
er part of the summer. Several of the stations were
robbed of their stock, which, of course, aorioualy de¬
layed the transmission of mall matter. At this date,
however, the route to working-well, and the registers
show (bat tbe service Is being performed even "'thin
ihe lately shortened schedule time, which gives great
satlsiaction to the reeideuta of tbe entire Territory,
a daily mall having been ordered on the route from

Salt Lake to the Dalles, Waahington Territory, letters
and i>apers from tbe east for northern <Oregon, and
Washington are distributed so as to be forwarded by
Ihat Hoe.

,Contracts for tbe overland aad tbe Dalles routss expire
September 80, 1868, and tbe usual advertisements, in¬
viting proposals for the serriee, are about being Issued
bv tbe Department
The importance of a mall over the old southern over¬

land route from El Few. T*xas. by Tucson and Yuma, to
Los Angelea boing urged upon tbe Department, route
17,408, originally let from uteallla to Tucson, was ex-
touded, at pro rata pay. to Los Angeles, and the number
of trips increased to three per week. Ibis has proved
a source of great benefit to persons living on the line of
the roots, wbo bad been for five years out oil from any
m»>re direct communication with Oalltornia than by
sending th' Ir letters by stage fifteen hundred miles to
:-aini Joseph, to be again transmitted two thousand miles
by ibe same conveyanoe to San Franoisoo.
With the view of affording more direct mail communica¬

tion between Chicago, St. Faul and other important points,
and tbe Territories of Montana. Idaho and Washington,
route No. 18,811, from Fort Abercrombie to Helena, was
advertised lor the spring letting of 1867, and duly
awarded to contract, for a three limes a week service,
lo the loweul bidders. By this route, it was claimed,
six hundred miles in dUtasce would be ssved between
Cliicauoand Helena, aa compared with the more in¬
direct one via *ait Lake City. Unfortunately, however,
botli lor tbe communities interested and tbe contractors,
me Indian hostilities have been so fierce ami unrelent¬
ing on nearly the whole line, with not even an attempt
at military protection, that what little mall matter was
trusted to it has been conveyed by ponies, travelling
over some portions of tbe route only at night: and,
therefore, Instead or shortening the time between the
po dUj natnt^i it baa been more than doubled. Tue ser¬
vice, aa new perlormed on tho loute, w ol no value to
the Department, and, unions a marked improvement
shall take place bv spring, it will be discjntinued
RATES OF PAT A.NU WmOlIT* OS *111* OX BAILKOAP

norma.
There are three acts of Congress which contain provi¬

sions proscribing the rates ol compensation which shall
bo alluued fi.r the transportation of mails on railroad
routes. Bv ths first, approved July 7. 1*33. section X
the Postmaster General is authorised to cause the mail
to be transported upon "each and every railroad within
the limits ol tbe United States which now is or bere-
ai t»r may be made and completed..' "provided he can
liave it done upon reasonable tenoii, and not paying
i here for, in any Instance, ruore than twenty-five per
centum over and above what similar transportation
would con In post ooache»." The second, approved
Januarv 25, 1S3H. section I. restricts the aiiitiority vested
in ibe Postmaster General by the act above quoted, so as
not to permit bim to allow more tban three hundred dol¬
lars per utile per annum to any railroad companv in the
United states for the conveyance of one or more daily
malls noon their roads; and the third, approved March
8, 184ft, section 18, proscribes thai, "to In¬
sure, as far as may . bo practicable, an equal
and Just rate of compensation, according to
tbe service performed among the several railroad com¬
panies In the United States for the transportation of the
mail li shall bo the duty ol tbe Postmaster General to
arran«« and divide the ralir«<d routes, inclading those
in M bldi the service is parity by railroad and partly by
ste unb ats, lnio three clause-, according to the size of
the malls, the speed witn which tnev are conveyed, and
the importance of the aervine; and it shall be lawful for
htm to contract for conveying Ihe mail with any such
railroad company, oither with or wilhoat advertising for
such contract, provided that for tbe oonvoyanoe of tbe
mail on any railroad of the tlrst class be shall aot pay aiughcr rue of compensation than la now allowed by
law; nor lor carrying tba mail on any railroad of tbe
second class a greater compensation tban one hundred
dollars per mile per annum; nor for carrying tbe mad
on anv railroad of the third class a grcaier compensation
than filly dollars per mile p«r auunm; and la c»aa
the Postmaster General shall not b" able te con¬
clude a con:ract lor carrying the mail on any «
auch railroad routes at a compensation not exceed¬
ing the aforesaid maximum raias or for what he may
deem a re**''liable and fair compensation for tbe service
to be performed. It shall be lawful for him to separate
the letter mail from the residue of ihe mail, and to con¬
tract, either with or without advertising, for convevlng
the letter mall over aucb route by horse express, or
o'h?rwis-', st the srealest speed ihst can reasonably be
(b'aint d. and also t« contract fur carrying over ?uch
route the residue or tho mall. In wa:ous or otherwise, at
a slower rale of M>eod: Provided that if one half or tbe
service on soy railroad is required be performed !¦
the n ght sea«en it shall be lawful for tbe Pihtmaoter
General to pav twonty-five per centum In addition tothe
aforo.said maximuui rares of allowance: And provided
further, that It it shall be found nec»ssary to convey
over sny railroad route mere than two malls dally, H
shall be lawful lor tbe Postmaster Gensral to pay such
additional compensation as be may think just ana rea¬
sonable, having reference to tho service performed and
the maximum rite of lUuVfttce established b/ tbif* act.

In ovder to *uch an arrangemeut and classification of
railroad route* as th« acl last mentioned contemplates,
there is an obvious necessity for ac urats asd relisbte
Intormstion «* to the "site of the watts" thty severally
convey. Yet, until recently, no measures wire ever
taken to procuro Irom auy considerable proportion of the
ro.ids ie tbe service of the department statements of tbe
smoouts of mail matter conveyed by them, respectively.
In February and March last, liowevtr, a '-railroad weight
circular" lawpy oi which I hereto annoxedi was Issued
sad addressed to the proprietors of each railroad route,
reuaes ins tbem to " weigh *1 the through mulls and
wsy roa Is" conveyed In both directions M and from
every station for thirty onnsec ilive working days, com¬
mencing on all roads east of ths Rocky mountains on the"t snd on all roada nes: on tbe 15th of April, 1667 and
report tlie remits lo the d«psrtment In s presented tab¬
ular form nnnexed to the circular, and to return also a
description of the nocommodationa providsd for
msiis sod agents, with tba dimensions, fixtures
sod furniture of ths ear or apartment allot¬
ted to their nse, and a tfstement of tha num >er of
trips per week In esch direction. Frompt responses
were relumed from s majority of lbs routes; and, i«
obtain returss troui ths residue, a second oltcnlar as
issued, un-ier date of the 1st August, MgWrljrawith), noillyinr th*m ihstthe returns receleed would be
published, snd remarking that roa ls refuslng or faiiing to
respond would Incur the Onputauon of unwlliingaeie la
exbiMt the amount and character ef the iw'jw I¦.f
performed for tbe department IS olh»rs
receiving equsl rimpen atlon, sad that, upon any futars
cell or oj portuntty ler the r#edju*tmenl of tb® Wj*trsnsporiing malls en such n^da lUe lnforma .ou .,k«jdfor nould be dt emed indispensable lbs rmwtt .[''....calls appears In the annexed -Table showing tbs w,lghi
o; mails snd meotnmodallons for msila aad s?aala on
rsltrosd rouua with tl,e fre^ienry of tbe servtce and
the rste of psy per mile per annum for mall
tion (ses Aprtn tlx)," »» which, it wdl be observed, tbe
rnuiee sre srvasge i. not by -Utea, but according U tba
rate of pav, ths bldhest being first, aad those of equsl
pay accord.ag to ths atisra^s weight carried ths wbel#
dlttance.
Two route* tweeiving tha hlgheat m'.t of pay. f376
mile p*r annum.l»a*» re|orled, tiamely.tli* New

'nit* Railroad, root* 2,00ft, between New York and
New Ilrtiti«wiclt, on whxli (he average weight of mall*
per day carried the whole :«>oah of the route U 20,119
fouods and the Philadelphia and Treoton Railroad,
fou'.a 2,0ti7, h«i *een New Rriniwlck and Philadelphia,
en nbi<-ta (he average weight of mall* per day carried th«
whole ler.gtb of (he route u 20.UH9 po'inda. Oo four rmitae
receiving p»y hi th rale of 1300 per rail* (be dalle av¬
erage weight* range from 22,Ml pound* betweaa Balti¬
more ard W aehln^toa (r,>eic a.*>7i (o 7.M8 poand* be.
tweea Ha'Umore end Cumberland (root* 3,908k both
under > oo»ra<-i to (he Hmttaiare and Obio Railroad Corn-
pan*. tia el»bt route* receiving pay at rate# ranaing
from 9276 to |210 97 per mile. tba weight* raago from
Kit pound* per day between Cmr nnatl and Xei.la

(la Miami Railroad, route 9,40(1. pay $226) to S,M«
pound* bctweea Cincinnati aad Hamilton (CinclnuaU,
Hamilton and Dayton Railroad, roal* 9,405, pay liift).
On gfteaa rontea recetvta4 fVOO par mile tha weight*
range from 19,1WI poanda par day between Philadelphia
aad PHtabarg (Peaa*yl*aaia Railroad, routa 1201) ta
867 pound* between Sfraceee and Roebaatar (Near York
Cantrni Railroad, ronie 1,224). Dividing tba Pennay l-
raaia Railroad at Harrtabarg, tba potat at wblob tba
grant maila between New York aad tba prlnalpal ritlaa
of IM Waat pa* on, and off that ruad, the average
walAt pa#69OTIM tha wholedlMaaoabetweea Phil-
adalpbla aad Barrtabarg la Vlfl j-ound*. aad batwaaa
Harriett*rg aad PNiMerg St,nft poaada, tba laryaat are-
raga rayami On Mi raataa recet*tag pay at rataa rear¬
ing free* fill MM |1M Tl tba wetgh<* rangektim 4,*«7
paaad* batwiaa Bnm aad haiHawa iltoatia aadhiillianMm! raata gga, pay *1M M|. «a l,7'4

End® b«i«oen Chicago anl Boonsboro'. (Chicago and
tuwesuiru Railroad, rouia 11,403, ptr $174|. Oa

laaiiiy-ttovvu ruutea roceiving flat). the weights raoge
I?** tl®** betwoeu Huohukitir and Niagara t'alle
(".w York Central Kanroad, route l/isa) to 'Mil pouna*between Loa vanworth and Lawrenoe (Uuion Macule Oail-
road, route 14.08a, branch 1. On tweuty mates receiving
P»V at 1 ale. ranging from $116 64 to #103 6* the weigbw
range from 3,60 J p jund boiweea KicIiqjuJ aud fetor*-
burg (tticbfuoud and Peteriburg Raiiraai, roote 4,104,
!>.» 9122 46), to 30 pound* between Koa«e'« Point and
Canada lioa r baraplalo and St. Lawrence Ka iroad. routo
1.134, pay 9114 00). On Mveiu-uue route* receiving
9100, tbe weignts rug* from 7,086 pound* between
Washington and Lynchburg (Orange and Alexandria
Raiiroad, rout* 4,401) to six pound* between aha*-
mut and Shawmm Junction (leaniyivania Can-
sal Coal Railroad, rout* 2,830). On *U route*
waiving pay at rate* ranging from )00 to 977 IT, tba
weigbta range from 732 pound* between Albany and
Junction < Rensselaer and Saratoga Railroad, route 1,080.
By 946 76) to 108 pouad* beiwaea Caasudwgua and

.uvia (New rork Central Railroad, route 1,277, pay
983). On Orty-one route* roceiving 976 tUe weighs
rang* from 2,048 pound* between Atlanta and weet
Poiut (Atlanta and Went Point Railroad, rout* 0,003) to
40 pouuda between N'ortUboro' and frait's station (Agri¬
cultural Branca Railroad, routo 640a). On t*elve routo*
receiving pay at rale* raaging from $69 09 to 961 12
tbe weights range from 1,324 pounds between Buflklo
and Corning (Erie Railroad, route 1,321. pay 900), or
3,794 poanda dividing tbe'routo at Attica, to 40 pound*
between Taunton and Jiddleboro'iMid lieboro' and Taua-
too Railroad, routo 079, pay 903 16;. On on* buadred
and eigbt route* receiving 960 tbe weights range irotn
0,488 pound* between Suspension Bridge and Detroit
(Great Western Railroad of Canada, route 1,320) to 12
pounds between Wa<bingtoa and Double Wells (0 -orgia
Railroad, routo 0,006). On thirty-one route* receiving
pay at rate* ranging from 947 77 to 920 tne weight*
range from 404 pound* between I<ancast*r and Middle-
town (Pennsylvania Railroad, routo 2,267, pay 9*6 M) to
14 pound* between Hodges and Abbeville (Greenville
and Columbia Railroad, route 6,007, branch, pay 930).

la tabular form these result* appear as follows:.

fTo. of
Route*.

a
4
>
16
0
27
20
71
«

41
12
108
31

301

Rale* of Fay.
From

$276 00

187 60 I

146 04

90 00

09~09
47 77

$376 00
300 00
210 87
200 00
160 72
160 00
103 63
100 00
77 17
76 00
61 11
60 00
90 00

Range of Daily Weight*.
From.

Fewid*.
20,119
22,681
9,386

19,183*
4,827
7,384
3 COS
7,080
732

2,048
1.324f
0,488

2b.

». no.
t Or S.7M pounds, dividing at auim.

!s.s£,ss.r
aaixa'ratas
indication or teit 0f ."thh^bim^46"llbly lh# PnnclP*l

X^^ES"1~^5HF5.«S2case. of <ZJ£,,£Z? binrlKh^J ,n»nu®t*rof
railroad companies tde returns hare*a*
guide to>. proper settlement olthe dispute?tJ,!
5vS?k2S2S3B5."S!Lbss?a! sassssarBr^r;^'£r -3

which 110 reiDOQM to thi dmMMm, r, rouies from

received, in Wb," Mrt ti.fc?1 J! c*lli bu b#eB

arranged in »!Pb.b,ii^t0^#UrUVv#rSVh^,,|!?' T*
not appear in oiioer the table"«r tbVTLi ^T«xiil?.i?
yet to furnish the desired iuformaUon thSt be^^
correspondence with the depart.*a»ta

HWr BOUTS X4PS,
g0D<,raJ outline of which was mar

tSS&TS.'XTSS "sssrs?*.«ssM
iif fiita il? ,0 <'° more 'hau refer to ibe adrantaves

iraPhlc roods of representation. for a mn»ii
>'. «s»«is5s

the ^t2n«hl?-lfeil"1i2f oor nul0Ml domain, .ad
¦in. Jk number °' Poet offices and routes to be rtiown
with the reqaioits amuunt of detail such rnat.a ran «ri»*
bo compiled in successive iiruups of £tatc

'

During the pest year a map ol the" mail'service in theaai^a^'Sff&.sS^S
pUblTeo^et Md'hM®lrSd^seS'^d mmwa°Lu*
"tSeSe °ir "ucl1 °mcM production!
l lies© nret demands having been met cddIm «r th«

map aro for sale from the department (Seoond Assistant
Postmaster General's bureaukTnd fromTent*r^
Sii0,tUfld« Sow York and PUHad»lp'iU
1 be aoxt In the serle«.:hs map of the ittate of v«

ridt^n,^,Vgnn#,ri an<J wl" *. l^u-J tl.ls winTe."
££» f» ®tBbrmcin(tthe States o/ i'onn<ylvania.'
New Jersey, Delaware, Mar/land and the «r

Columbia, being well advuncod, will follow soon alter
rain A*o MDDcnoiw.

fr «ne»i*m0ullt r0f Dd** ln>P°8o<« and deductions mado
froin the pay of contractors, for failures end other <i«.
iiaquencies during the year, was tiM s'lo An i . ».

unount remitted Tor the same period was '942*931 leav*
og the net amount of iiaet ana deductions $14i,907

. .,
MAIL HAGS, IXK7KS AND KEY*.

J*^Asrss
»so.^;^u,a^h"?«cVot FmVi?" """.

?*p*aa,'Br* of th® previous year, is Un by §uKl
that of the year next preoodln*.

y *11,276 thfc"

tuocui mail molts Mtaibx washw.itox 4*1, nw
OHLaANS,

The through malls bet»e«a Washington and New

ms&stssws'i's1 WbUi

S&JSa

«" W.nf.
Virginia; Wilmington, North Carolina; Kmgsvlll-

route there aro two bundr* and thirty m. ^ of

feSs?!rT,,l*»^!iI: b,lwt*° M Game
* Cr"*M- ««®iln,and between Mobile*od

inTlea!^ mlnu* ®f I'outchartram Railroad, 171

J ** ". remaining two hundred and forte
days there wore received at New Ortcaaa from
ton, by the Southwedern route two hundred *ni fnl-?S*
--g.ua? "S,X'£
sg£,?saaits«s lzn,z£!s~.

"'".".narerage .peed of ooel.w/^d
""ss;^"is;:,',?:, ~i£*»
o»o hundred and nine hours and forty eight mi^utM°Iirs:::r.s^rjr-u-:S>sF

tlS&lurrof I?."S 'r°m Wnhlngton, In wnw^nenco
*e reuto! M 10 .owe point 00

twnli,ib^TVw^BndM* M(l ^ortr-nine dsy.

5«srMU.irtv^oaf^,. "oJ#r ll"** »¦<> one-half days;

SSSws=*«s-samsfe
£§S^S5rSffia5-SSHSaS
fortr eishTm.*iur£* ¦?!*! tt* lwo hundred and

::k£.»tea tt;: jarisTr-^
^,w"

ihLulk^J1? u,lrt'"'r* <»/.' Interniptloo of tbe

JnTls ^0^ !?* kSo,lb",t« rouU, tbe
.rrto4 from Wagington to Now Urieaas

,
rw,u- V ¦" .'*... *"*< ofm bna-

bo*r" ".< twooty^tx minutoa or foer
l nine hours ui im.<. ::r..

villa, Tiumin, and Cincinnati Oh o, at an »
.p»ed ot op* hundred ud thirty Ova boar*, »r Ore days
au) fiiieea hours, on* trip, the ahorteat by that roui>,
oeiug made la ob® hendred aud nix boon, or (oar day*
and ten hoars; and twenty-four mall* by th* Atlantio
route at M average speed ot one hundred ut thirieea
hour* and tweoty-elfht minut**, or four daya, **veoi**a
hour* aad tw*Bty-*igbt uimutaa; on* trip, tbe *hort**t,
going oonb, by that route, being made In ona hundred
and *l*v*a boura, or four dav* and lftaen boura.
Compared with tha records kept before tba rebellion,

aa condenaed in tba raport of tha Poatmaater General for
tba year 1800 (page 'A), tha eervlee on tba -^oathweatera
route exbloH*a marked Improvement, both witb regard
to apeed and rorularlty, tha average time la each direc¬
tion being red acad about tweaty two boura, aad tha
proportion or trips performed in ache&ule tlaae being
Incraaaad from about one-half tha whole number then
to aearly Iva-aeventba now, reckoning the acUedule
time at three aad a half daya until tba 16th of June,
aad at three aad a fourth daya after that date, going
aoutb, aad at three aad a half daya for tbo whole period
going north.

iiawiT rosrii aiBTica.
Thare are aow la operation la tba United Statea

eighteen railway poatal routea, extending la tba aggre¬
gate over 4,435 miles, upon 870 milaa of which twioe
dally service la performed, making a total equal to 6,314
mllea of railway poatal service daily each way. There
are employed la this service 180 Ben, as head clams
and clerka, at a coat of $187,900 par aaaum It wootd
require to perform this same eervlee by route ageata, la
the ordinary way, 8# mea. at salaries of 11,080 par aa¬
aum, tba compensation aow allowed to route agenta oa
drat claaa routea, making tba coot $92,880 par annum.
Tims:.
100 poatal clerks coat $187,000
80 rout* ageata woald cost 02,880
Increase coat of poetal clerks over roat* ageata $86,0*20
But. la malting this statsmeat, ft la proper to atat*

that the redaction of clerical force In distributing and
other large poet offlcee Incident to th* introduction of tha
railway poatal aanrioo should be taken lota ooaaideration.
It la Impossible to glv* the exact number of ciorks saved
to thooe offloea: but It Is certain that la tbo fwco of the
Chicago, Cairo, be Joseph, Buffalo, Washington, Rich*
mood, Memphis and Chattaaooga offloaa. aa aggregate
redactloo of thirty mea baa been made; aad it la fair
to aaaume that, without the railway postal earvice, theae
same offloaa, instead af decreasing, woald bare laoreased
their fore* by tba addit loa of at least thirty. Tba saving
may therefor* bo aet down at sixty man, at aa average
compensation of $1,000 p*r annum each, say $00,000
p*r annam, thus reducing th* bmlanc* against ths rail¬
way po* al oervice. aa at praaent la op*ratios aad organ¬
ised, to about $86,000 per annum.
Tbo reduction af labor ia Now York, Philadelphia aad

Baltimore offloea meat, of oonrse. bo aa maeh ia pro¬
portion aa tba redactloa of labor ia the offloea first
meoiioned; but, leaving oat Now York, Philadelphia
aad Baltimore, aad aasuming that the railway poatal
.srrioe oa these 6,000 miles ia oostiag $66,000 par
annum, or aa average of $7 per mile over tba osdiaary
or old route-agapt aervice, the fact that twelve, twenty-
four aad often forty-eight hours are saved ia tbo trans-
miseioa of all the mails passing over these 6,000 mllea
would seam sufficient to justify tba laoreased oxpeadl
tars.

TACmC RAIUtOAD SB8VIOB.
Al tha date of tba last ananal report. Juactioa City,

lTsnsaa, ISO miles west of Wyandotta, aad 418 miles
west of St. Louis, Missouri, was tba farthest point to
which a conttauous railroad Una from tbo eaaiara oitlas
toward the Paolflc waa sompleied, a tap oxlatlag, aaat of
Omaha City, Nebraska, la the line from Chicago to
Kearny. This gap baa sines been filled op by the com¬
pletion of tbo Chicago and Northwestern Railroad to
Connoli Blurts, Iowa, oa tho eastern aids ot tba Miseoarl
river, opposite Omaha, aad the Uaioa Pacific Railroad
rthe Platte route) baa beoa eitoaded beyond Kearny
320 mllea to Cbeyenae, at tbo base of tbo Rooky Moua-
taina, $10 miloa waat of Omaha, aad 1,018
milaa wast at Chicago, Illinois, lbs Junction
City or Smoky Bill route (Uaioa PazlDo Railroad,
eastera division) has also beea axteaded 163 mllea to
Mays City, making the length of the railroad root* west
of 8k Louis'671 miles. Tbo malls are carried daily oa
these routes west from Wyandotte aad Omaha, aad on
the Pacific aide the mail* are conveyed twice daily be¬
tween Sacramento and Claco, a distance of 04 mi las,
under contract with the Central Pacific R illroad Com¬
pany. The lines are thus extending east aad waat to
meet each other; tho average progress on ths Platte
route the past year, Sundays excepted, exceeding one
mile per day. A continuation of the work with iiko
energy will verify the promiae of the railroad companies
by the year 1870 to apan the continent.

roaaiaN aaii. sbbvick..statistic*
The aggregate amount of poatago upon the oorraspoa-

dsnoe exchanged with foreign countries was $2,441,242,
an Increase of $162,023 over tha previous year. Of thia
amount. $1,000,006 accrued on too correspondence ex¬
changed la iha mails with Great BrUaia, France, Proaeia,
Bremen, flambarg, and Belgium; $348,303 on eorree-
pondenoe exchanged with the Brittah North American
Provinces, and $123,333 on maila transmitted to and
from tho West Indies, Mexico, Central and South
America, tho sandwich Islands, Japan and China The
United States portion of the postage on correspondence
exchanged with Great Britain and tbe continent of
Kurope amounted to $871,223; witb tho British North
American Provinces, 100,848; and with the Weat Indies,
be., $123,333, making tba total liailed states postages
oa foreign maila $1,101,404.
Tbe namber of letters exchanged with foreign coun¬

tries (exclusive of the British North American prov¬
inces) was 10,298,234, of which 6,312,401 were aeotfrom,
and 4,086.833 received la tbe United .Statea. Of thia
number 9,442,111 were exchanged with Europeaa coun¬
tries, aa Increase or 877,284 as compared wlta tbe prevl-
oas year. Tha estimated number exchanged with the
British provinces waa 2,800,000, makiag a total of over
13,100,000 letters exehaaged la tbo aiaila with forelgo
countries
Tbo number of newspapers aaat to foreign ooontnes

(exclusive of tbe British North American piovlnces) was
2,960.800. and the number rjoeived 1,871.710, making a
total of 4.828.482 Of thie anmoer 4,418,482 were ex¬
changed with Kuropean oonntriea. As no postage ac¬
counts are kept with tbe Ornish provinces, tbe number
of newspapers exchanged between the United state* and
these provinces cannot be stated, even approximately
although it 1s known to have been lar.e.
The transatlantic steamship linee employed in the

service of foreign governments conveyed maila, the
poetago on which amounted to $1,001,180, aad tho-*
employed in tbe same service by this department con¬
veyed malls tbe postage on which amounted to <>678,416.

OCRIN TBANsTOarATION.
The coet of the traaaatlantte mail ateamship service

employed by this Department,funder tbe provisions of
tha iaw allowing aea and tniand poetages to American
and s*a portages only to foreign steamships waa $661,-
338. Tbe amount paid for the traaaportatloa ol mills
to and irom the Weat Indies, kc.. by ateaiaera receiving
different rate* of compensation limited to the poeugea,
was $C0,711, and tha amount paid for sea aad lathmus
conveyance of mail* to and from Cen.ral aad Seuih
America, via Panama, wa* $22,0M, makini a total ex¬
penditure for oc»-an transportation of $036,006, exclu¬
sive ot the payments made to the Uracil and Cnlna lines,
receiving subsidies lor mail aorvic* under apeeial acta of
Um|raaasaLancs dt * mamas roar DirAnmnrm,
The excess of postage collections in the United S'.atss

on the correspondence exchanged witb Great Britain and
countries ob tii® continent of hurope wu $664,747, sod
the balance against the Lnited S'Mes, on adjustment of
the international postage accounts with those countries,
amounted to $357,'J23. Additional particular!* of the
results of the foniicn mail service, winch Is Increasing
rapidly in extent and importan o, are embraced In tbs
appendix, and also In tbs report of Uie Auditor, ap¬
pended hereto.
HWrWUIlu. or saw postal oovrsimo'vx wira omuT

rritaiiv ask iwirrnias on ma uostiscxt op rcrop*.
Kol owing the nolle* given br lbs British government

for tbe termination of the postnl convention of lftth 1>«-
cember, between the United Slates and tbs Unitsd
Kingdom, a preliminary beam of n new caseation, re¬
ducing Uie international letter postage lrom twenty-four
to twelve cfuts and establishing moderate charges for
sea and tenrliortsl transit of correspondence Is stseed
mails, wan agreed upon between this Department and
tbe British post office, tbs loading features of wbicb
were stated tn tbs last report. As the details of this
new convention were yet to be disonsssd and formally
adjusted with the Brltisn office, a favorable opportunity
was presented to sstabiish enlarged faoilHtos of mall
communication, With reduced and uniform ratss of post¬
age, to th«< continent of Europe.

with tbis object Is new, tbs Hon. John A. ITassnn
wu appointed a special commissioner on behalf of this
Department, with instructions to proceed to Kurops and
neemiste, in parson, at tbs respective post departments,
subject to revision sad sppreval by lbs l*ostmaster
General, tbe details of new postal conventions, in con¬
formity with the general basis of international postal
intercourse recommended by tbs Paris conference of
1*03. the mam points being tbe redaction of rales on la>
teruitinnai mail. communications, written aad printed;
the rati jetton or toul abolition of territorial transit
charges on correspondence in clossd malls; tbs estab¬
lishment, as nesriy as possible, of uniform postage ratea
to all parts of Knrope, and generally to simpMfy sad
rsoJcr cnlform tbe niles governing tbs sxshaafs of oor-

rs*pondence witb other countries
Mr. Kssian was selected for this Important mission

because of bis knowledge of postal dstalls obtained dur¬
ing his connection with tbe department as first assistant
postmaster general, and particularly ea acooost of his
familiarity With the postal questions to be dsalt witb.
Which were filly discussed at tbe Paris conference, la
which be toclc a prominent pert ss tbs delsgato from
this departficrt. His success ibus far la eocompHehlo*
the otiects of bis mission has been all tbai t could bare
reasonably expectod, considering tbe different internal
lystsms and variety of postal leteeeste to be ooasulted
and the delays encountered la ooadactiag such nsgotta-
dlom.

Uberal postal coaveathwm, wtth general uniformity of
principles and details, have been concluded with the
Vnifea Kingdom of Great Britain aad Ireland, Belgium,
Switzerland, the Netherlands, tbe North Germsn Union
and July, securing important redactions of rootage, aad
tntrodnr ng other valuable improvements la our postal
intercourse wltb tbess countries. Negotiations are also
l« progress with ths Freeh post dapsrtraent for a simi¬
lar arrangetnsat, which it ta hoped may torminste with
like succ-ss.
Ths leadiot features of ths postal oenvetVee with the

United Kingdom, which goes lata Tall sffsot sa ths 1st
of January, ItOH, are .

1. A reduction of ths latsrnstioaal Isttsr rats from
twsntr-foar to twsfvs cents.

2. Tbs stsndard wstght for Isttsrs cats-half onnes hi
ths ttaitsd Kingdom, or fifteen grammas la the Vhitsd
Mates, witb uniforai progression from that basis, one
adliilonalrate tor sach additional weight or fractloa
.f 11
& Prepayment of (attars optional; hat aapald tetters

ta he subject to a fine oa delivery.
4. rrepsyment of alt other postal packets compulsory

la lbs mailing eouatry, at rates ta be est*bli«»ed by each
department, within a prescribed minimsm for boot
packets and samples, and the receiving country ta do-
liver fres of oliaifs.

5 Tbe postage collected Is eecb country npoa inter-
aauoaal correspondence, written or printed, to he
equally divided, ea tbe principle that every letter re-
eelvea aa easwer, aad ths labors ef eaeb odks sra sub-
staaualiy sqaal. Bet sach eeantry to oellect Tor Ms asm
use the >aee impeeed ea unpaid lattara which u re-
eeivee from tbe otoer.

«. Tbe transit charge Mr letters la obssad malls, one
balf tbe takenor rati ta east eoaatry. J1'; »
half eeade for tbe UatMd BMUea. sad sag batf of s pewar

for Great Britain, to Do computed by the o«no«, w
thirty inmaw om letters, aad by the pound or Into-

>U ow. arrer.ret.eots for tho
despaioh Of BISllS to tbo Othsr bF

h 2J^and to pay for tho transportation of tho t«,w which It

dTT^fU transf r of extra Unltortal nails ta the
¦.aporta of tb» two oosuLnao.

lh. WMb-tThe contentions concluded with BelgUnHi (tit North Gorman Uiion, Iulf w® Btiiwwi®,
respectively, oontaln substantiallyand provlatooa aa tka eonvennon with LnJ^* .

'
dorn, with web slight modiflcauons m wwe nocoyry »o
moot tho peculiarities of the postal «7Stoni

^hosinglo rata of letters between «*6 Unitpd States
and Belgium, by closed ma.lsthrough ED(^and,iar*d acad from twomy ssvea to flfteea cents, het»ea« ».*
1'cited Slates and Praxis, embracing all >heai*1* "®,included within tbo North German
letter rate is reduced from thlrttjo "Lu*^the aaaso rato of Oltoen cents has boon

. bNetherlands, IUly, and to 9witssrtand. w^Uvi^ ny
closed mslia through England, thus securing s nniioria
rato of latter postage to oach or ^e*.£®uSt'1l^"0,rmMTho conventions with Bj.glum and the North^.r» »Colon alaa establish a rod iced international rato 01 ionSuiuismtttad by reg.lsr lm-. of mail
steamships plying directly ,b#twaentK*°/1.1^^>#United States and any port of the north of
Tho principle of free transit for curr^ysadence ureae*

mtttod in closed mails la adopted In the
Mt.tbo Netherlands nod Italy, snd In s»chof the oiber con

Tontloos Tory low trans t charges are established.Copies of iheeo conventions are annexed.
postal ooHvemos wiih noun Ko.Ho. riimA.

? aoatal contention, with simple provisions sroldjngpostage aouMiBts, has also been oonciuded ^thecolonial government of Hong Koaf. Ch'sn, *
wuioh U annexed, la the {?£.JSJMKong exorcnoa exclnaivs con.rol of sll mails recelvsd at
ami despatched from thai port, a convolition rogtt'ilioi

ss1tho Hong Kong office embrace correspoadoBOO
orlglBatlg In tho United states aa* "J**.??-?qqv ftnni <>f in tho dependent ChtQOeO pOftS «»W
which Hong Kong mainialns pos^ reU'lons, luclud^ngCanton, Amoy, Swatow and *00-chow,
zzsx^szrsxrzEr*. jaegyj; .raKTa £««.<>»*«xs.5n5ses£.saH3^"A corresponding BrM*ement ^'LeJ^ithresneet Wthis department to tbo Brlnsii post o«oo with rospoet to
ths oorroepondeBoe originating Is
addressed to tho por s in India, ragnUjiy syo« witn
ff.mii. by British oontraot pacltets from Hong nong, ana

MoianTrioo or umu to nam momm ammucax

Tho arrangement between tho United^ 8tstee^>sdrr».Ht for tiie mutual exchange of registered
been extended to rogWered lettpreBrunswick, Nora Scotia and PriBOO Edwaras isiaau

""'"lUjfc'srBAJWBr snrtcs to jatak
«rs« mM1 steamship nervloe between the l>otte4

and Chlnsu authorised by the act of Congress approrsdVabruarv IT Hfft. was comBSonced on the 1st of J***"LvlM7 bytlU taperuire of the steamship Colo-
rsdo from' Saa iraacisco with ths maUs for Japan and

and two additloaal round trips hare heoo P«
farmed between Sao Fraacisco, Yokohama aad Bong
Kong by that steamer, departing troa1 8a» FrancWco on
3d of Aurll aad 4th of July, aad dollrering return maUs
w thatport"n 15UiJaneonJ 15th September raopoo-
lively. So average duration of tho throe voyages of ihs
Colorado won aa follows, viaflovPt. Min.
From Baa Francisco to Yonobsma.... 21 IT
Prom 8an Francisco to Hong Kong, la-

. 10eluding detoBtloB at Yokohama #0 ""»
From Yokohama to Hong Kong. . ¦*
From Hong Kong to Yokohama T la so
From Yokohama to ""ao Francisco.. . SI »
From Hong Kong to Sac Francisco, In-

.eluding detention at Yokohama.... 30 33 '
Tho Great Bepuollc and China, bullt Mpres^T f®*

this service, have ooob placed apoa tho lino, too
Great Republic has Just oomplelsd bsr Brat rouod voy-
ace beaua at San Francisco September 8, 1S8T,aid' e?d£ November 19, 1M7, aad the China
entered on her flint voyage from Saa Francisco
on the 14th October. 18CT. Tho contractor* expect to
have the Japan, the third stsamsbip building lor the
line, raady tor service sbout th« 1#* °'Jul»"1®^'fourth steamship, ool yot nai&od, bot now 01 tho aio«ka
la a state of forwardness, will likewise ba roady for
Mrvice la Jaauary, 1889. I'bey are unable at preeent
to indicate the time of commencing the full monthly
service required by the contract.

<vwkA. supplemental contract was executed on the 30th
uf March, 1867, a coi»y of which la annoxad, for tho
conveyance of tbo United states malls witnout a4dt-
tional cuargo. in lieu of the Honolulu service released,
or a branch U&e of s.mors between Yokohama, or
other port la Japan used by the maia line, and the port
of Shaagbae. In Chins, making conuuuous rcKOlsr
monthly trips between »ald ports lo connection witn too
mala line, both on tue outward and homeward voyxges,
uccoiding to ths terms snd conditions of the tccona
section of the set of Congrass approved February 1»,
1867 . the breach service to be put into operation in coa-
nection with the steamship lisvlng San Krancuco on
tue 3d July, 1807, for Yokohama and Uoag Kong, had

""inlor'alast tho contractors applied for permission to
nertorm the mall servloe between Yokohama aad Hong&ouff of a monthly brancti now of tir»t ciata
¦ddewheel suainnhlps, lu regular coonootloa with the
mam line, under tbo stipulations of the c°ntract slmllar
to thoee authorized oy the act of February 18, 1807, for
tue branch lervire between Yokohama and Sbajigiiae,reDresenung that It migut become ueoe»sary, in order to
uerform the Chlus mail service with the fullest effi¬
ciency to terminate the voyage of the large ohipe re-ouired'by the cou reel at Yokohama, and to employ one
or more branch steamships °f » like'and
tion. hat low in slxs ouly, to do the service Between
Yokohama and Hong Koug. After full considerationandfconsultation with tbs "Attorney General upon the
Question of authority, who was of the opiaion t .ai the
modification of service desired wss within the ^pif t olSe ia^ot >«bruarv IT. 1806, conwdsr d In connection
with tbo amenda ory sot ol February 18,1S07, ths per¬
mission asked was granted by the department uatll Con-
«ress shall hare legislated further in relation to thisUHlci. The rteaoer New York was despatchedloa tho
3d of August for Hong Kong aad Yokohama, via Capu of
Good Hope, to be ready to perform ths branch .srvies
between those ports, should It be founh best to do K la
tbW way, under ths permission granted by the dopart-
"rho sompany have also oeea authorized to change tho
Japan port of calling from Yokohama to Osaka, and to
carrv the trans.or Into Immediate e!T>ct If their presi¬dent. who hss rone to Jspan snd China for the purwo he
of Inapeotiug add perlectin* the service in that quarter,
should consider it desirnbls to make that ohaags in
o.dsr to itscresae the eihcieocy of tbo mail ..r**"*
b.nelU ail latoreato connected witn the saubllalimeat
of the lino.
To carry into success! u operation a new steamshipline of luco extent aod national importance, it was

deemed expedient to am ploy a mall ^eat on board or
each steamship, to reccim aad tu« charge of the mailt,
to attend to their exchange and delivery at all poiota on
tbe route, and alio adiitie the department ol all irregtt-
larttiee at service and make su>. h recommendation* for
promoting ita usefulness and emneuer an personal ob¬
servation would easole them to s ggeet. t'o .r agemibare oeen appointed and are now employed la tola ur-
?loe; two oa tbe uaio line between !-an Francisco aad
Yokohama, one between Yokohama aad fioog Konjf.
and one oa tbe brauch Una between Yokohama aad
Sfiaagbaa. It was al>u B>ceenary to employ
agents at Kanagawa (Japan) and at Stianghaa(Uaioai to receive, deliver, make np aad despatchtbe malls conveyed to and irora each at tbaaa porta;and la tbe abeeoce of legislation authorizing tbe osiab-
lishmeat of I cited staiaa postal agencies in connection
witu tats service, or any at pruprlaitoa to pay eaiariee of
officers aad otber expcu«e« lucideat I tierate, tae Unit d
States Consul General at hbangbac, aad United .-wee
Consul General at Kaoa^awa were, wttb the concurrence
of tbe Department ol Siale, designated United Hiatea
reeideat mail stems at those porta reapoctieoiy, and in¬
struct*1 10 act in that capacity m connection with their
consular dm ice, this department to pay ail necessary
atpeneee tor clerk hire, 4c., incurred in attending to
the malls. In respect to Hoag Kong no aaob provlatoa
waa requisite, aa tbe c rrospoadeace conveyed to and
from tbai port waa required to paaa to rough tbe colonial
poet office.
Tbe establish meat of the branch Has to Sbaaghae

makes th.it city tbe principal distributing point lot taa
correspondence between tbe United States and China,
aad tbe amount of aervice required to attend to the
postal business there will be mncn buyer than at aay
other port. Aa our consuls la (Uiu* and Japan ma<
?err well act as poetai agent* in connection with t .elr
otber duties, I ruoommend that authority be gtvea to
establish, in connection with the mail steamship -ervice
to Japau and China, a goneral postal agency lor China,
at Miaugtiae, witb suca branch agencies at other ports
In Cbma aod Japan aa may, m the judgment of tbe
Foatmaeter Gearral, be necemary; aod to pay tb poet.il
agents appointed au employed at sucn porta r>-ason-
able comi enaation lor tb«lr services, ta addition to the
aertiwary expenses allowed (or cwnductiug me postal
bosinees.

¦ail araaaamr u*n to th« aien ti i«LA*ne
The con'raet lor the mail eK-amebip aervica between

the United States and tbe Bawailaa l-'snd«, authorised
by act of March S, 1M7, waa awarded ta "Tlie (allfora a,
Oregon and Mexico bieaioamp Cerapan.v" "to se bid
for tbe required eereUe at tne sum oi f.6,000 for tbe
periormace of twelve round tripa per annum, between
the port of San Kraaciaco and the port of Honolulu, waa
tbe only one received under the ad' ertie»m«ni tneHlng
prepjsaia for the service. A contract was -teemed by
tba company oa the HOtb of July, 1M7, a enpy of which
is annexed. Tba servioe was commeured oa the Uth
October, 1867.

wortnan mumRir wmnca ro easaatnr*.
The poatal convention between the United Mates and

Veaexuela went Into operation on the lu of Oetotmr,
1*06, aad the government of Vetieaaala lift* through its
miiiistor, propoeed to this department tbe e«i*bl'*hment
of a direct line of mall packefa between me two coon-
trtea, tba expenao of the service to be divided equally
betwaaa tba two govera meats. Tba propriety of en-
tborixmg this department to aalte with Venezuela la
establishir,; such a liaaoa the baaie proposed Is respect-
falty referred to the consideration of I'ottsjreea.

mail arsaaaair aaartoa ro snAxit.
The United States mail eiearoahlp eerrlee hatwaaa

Vew Tork aad Rio Janeiro, Ttrazli, bee beea per-
formed witheat letorruptioa aad with reasonable regit-
laruy, aoaeidertng tba great length of the mala and tba
delays eaooaatered at aome of tba Intermr Hate ports,
perticoiarl/ tba part of Para, ai Ilia asodth of the
Amazon, the eatraaea to wbieh la difficult and danger-
etie. Para waa oat originally esnbraces >a this route,
hat waa made aa additional port of call ta aocotattodatc
tbe government of Brasll, whieb laeieted, ta lu accept-
aaca of tbe nropoeale of th' eontraatvrs, that tba etaaaier
should toacu at tbat port be*b ee the outward aad hcase-
ward tripe, thereby preloaalag tba voyage* to aad frosa

IRie Janeiro abeat tare daya, aa wall aa, tarreartaa tba
aipeaee of tbaaamca la tbo UaUed Staiae |MM par
.MM. U tba IIM Ilium W MMUag at l*ara would

be of great value to the raapaottve r>»ernmsnla In *J
pedmag the traasm.ssion of mail* between lb* terrain*
aorta and securing important cooueoi o,is at -t rti<xnaiWith the Intercolonial id* packets. It is my p9r;>oMU
urge the Brazilian government 10 a*»ent to sueti u mod
iflcAUon of tb# wrrl' i u will rclieri Um through niuk<
art Iron calling at tuat port.

API* 'I >TUBNTS.
The nambar of poat oAloes establiahsd daring

ye*r 1,881
Number discontinued «,m
Qecreaas of offloe* --j.4.231
N amber of p«at office* In operation on the 30ih

o( J una, I860, including su.peuded office* la tbe
Southern State* ......29,SMTotal nutaber in opara.ion on the 30lb of June,1867 25,laNumber of «fflren subject to nppoiuimeat by the
President 837Number oy tbe Postmaster General 24,321Appointments made to fill vacancies by resigna¬
tion of postmasters 4,061By removals 1,444Br change of names aad sites litBf death of poaimasiora SitBy establishment of n*w offloes 1,886
Total namber of appointments M44

Number of eases acted upon 16,919A large majority of oRices discontinued are is <h»Southern Statu, tbe service at wuioh was suspendedby order of tbe pjstmasur General m > ay, 1841. and
were not in oporauoa thereafter, bat not regular If daoontlnued.
Tbess offices were reported br the auditor to tbs ap-pointmsat ol office as hav:ng failed to make returns letlive years, and their discooiim.avce recommended as

necessary to enable tbai officer to close the accounts atthe late postmasters on the books of bis office, and lottbat reason it waa deemed advieebls to formally discon¬
tinue them.
No. of special agents.. 43 Aggregate oom-
No. ol postal route p.n ation $113,698
clerks 170 Aggregate com-

No. of route agenta.... 493 pe nation. 197,SMNo. of local mail agents 80 Ag^rega e com-
No. Of regular baggage pen ation. 484,109

49 Aggregate eom-
No. of temp rary bag- pensatioa.
gage ma*.era M Aggregate com.

No. of mail route mas- pensatlon tiN
sengers 29 Aggregate com-

pen -allon. 3,401Total 899 Aggtegal* com¬
pensation. 18,909

,Total S86'J. 330
The free delivery of lettars by carriers baa been la

operation during the peat year la forty-seven of the prm-
oipal cities, ibe a inb.-r of earnen employed was 943,
at aa aggregate oompensation of 9099,934.
Tbe postage on local matter in New York amounted la

$171,401, the total expensed $161,829, show ag sn *g.
oens of $20,701 local pottage over total expense*

osau urmna.
Tht namber of letters oonsgued to tbe dead letter at-

floe daring the past flsoal year waa 3.919,092 dead do¬
mestic letters, portly oaitma<ed; 443,780 ua mailable
letters, chiefly hold lor nonpa. moot of postage; 179.401
dead letters mailed la foreign countries, aad 04,194
latter* mailed in tko United State* aad returned as
"dead" from the foreign countries to which they worn
originally addreasad; making i total from all sources of
4,306.509.a decrees* of 892,097 letters from tb* earn*
total as estimated for the previous year.
Tb* whole number of dend letters, ef domast * and

fsreign origin, and returned iron the local offices of tb*
Ualt*d states, was 3,798.528; a decrease of 789,614 aa
compared with the returns ol to* previous year; tb*
percentage decrees* or suco aa ware of domestic origin
being about elghte*o, while the decrease or such as wsre
.f foreign on* in waa only four aad one balf per cent.
The whole number of unmallabls letters waa 413,78%

a decrees* sine* last report of 94,337. Of th* number
received 7,991 letters were directed to placee having a*
mail service.
Th* keuars received were disposed of according to tb*

regulation governing toe classes to which they be¬
longed, aa follows:.
Tb* number of money letters containing sums of $1

aad upwards was 21,365, enclosing $138,369, or which
068, containing $8,664 were registered. There were re¬
stored to owners 18,677 letters, containing $127,186.
Th* remainins letters har* been ttlad, *r are held for
future di»pod:ion. {Th* number of money letters contninlng sums leas
than $1 waa 13,770, enclosing $3,869; of tbeae 10,87%
containing $3,496, war* restored to owners.
Tbe amount oI mouey taken from unclaimed letter*

Died prior to July 1, 1967, was $19,914, wuieh, togetbss
with $6,169 reelized from the sale or waste paper,
amounting to $25,073, was deposited In the Treasury.
Tbe number of letters enclosing bills of exebaoga,

checks, de ds and plher pap rs, classed as "minor" loi¬
ters, was 21.1:62. with a nominal value of $5,109,361 01
this class 19,091 letter* were restored to owners.
Tbe number of letters snclosiug photographs, Jswelry

and other articles, <-laf**d as "property" letters, was
49,38% or which 34,892 were restored to owners.
The public sale oi property belouging to this class reel*

Ised s net amount of $536
Th* number or Congressional and official letters re¬

turned to the proper departments was 17,304.
The number of ietter> containing stamps and aitioial

of small value was 97,009; returned to Owners, 88,679i
The number of foregu loiter* retained unopened ts

tbe countries where ihey originated was 180,189, and
the number received from foreign countries was 04,194. jThe number of ordinary tellers remailed to writers wasJ
1,677,875: of tb*se 1,421,971, or 84 percent, were dellv-l
ersd.fully sustaining tbe policy or the fre* return of
dend letters io their w liters.

It thus appears thai of the 4,906 608 letters oonalgaad
to tbe dend letter olDce during tbe year there bsve been
restored to owners, 1,611,680; bled and beid lor futor*
disposition. 18,553, and returned to foregn countries,
188,189.leaving a balance ol 2,490 0*0 indicative or th*
number tnat were properly or unavoidably destroyed.
Oi these snout 1,500,000 were worthless, being moxtly
circulars and gill or lottery advertisements; 2.r>6,004
were aent out, bat not delivered, leaving about 1,000,000
without s gnatures, or so written as to oe uointethgibl*.Further details or disposition and comparative state-
ments or results for tbe tiscal years or 1866 and 1807 ai*
Included io the Appendix.
During the year 5,469 written applications for lost tat¬

ters were isceived. The number found and forwarded
to applicants was 1,110, or shout twenty percent, Tb*
registered letters found reached the proportion of nearly
ninety per cent, while the proportion for ordinary letter*
waa but live por cent. Toes# resells Indicate the value of
regietiation on the one part, and on tbe otber that appli¬
cations ioflsuar < having no enclosures are uaeleit.
By a resolution of tbe United States Senate, tntroduoed

by tbe lion. Jacob Collanier, of Vermont, and adopted
March 9, 1869, the Puetmeater General waa requested to
Include in hie aext annual report "toe number or letters
consigned to ibe dead tetter office during the next fiscal 1
year, and v> nat further legislation is neceesary to dimin¬
ish th* number of sacn letters, or to provide for their rm-
turn to the writers thereof." Attention was thus drawn
to a most mterminii branch of tbs public service, pre¬
viously almost entirely neglected, wbtle a corresponding
Intereet in th* Post Offloe Department developed in the
dead letter system relations of benefit to all cla<ses of
the people scarcely suspected, or st best but poorly ap- ?

predated. Tbe reeulis have be*a eminently satisfactory,
lbs detail*,of postal service have b «n revherl and care¬
fully analyzed in all their bearings upon tbe transmis¬
sion and dsnvery of lstters to tbsir address, and als*
upon the means employed lor the return or d.-ad letters
to tbe writers thereof. Tb* improvements wnloii in¬
vestigation nud experiment suggested are too numerous
to b* included in this report.
Like improvements have be*n marto in tbe arrang*

¦eata and labors of the d*ad letter o:nee. Stitfctical
reoorda have b*»a ampiilled. and now cover s!l impor¬
tant detail*. The loners received, and th*ir mi«cel-
lao*oas enclosures, hsve been thoroughly classified
Tb* ssom approved safe.uanis of valuable lstters have
been introduced, and all avaliabl* measnres bnvc been
adopted to secure the speedy return to proper owners of
all msti matter eeni to in* Department for final di*-

Speclsl aad constant attention has bora given to Ik*
reduction of tbe number of deed letters, la iarg* eltls*
snd ibtckly populated dlsiri'-ta Improved mode* of d*
livery bav* be*n attended with beaoOciat results, bat la
general, tbe obstacles lu th* way of reduction, fre.
quenily mentioned ta tbs snnoal reports since 116%
present diffioeltiee which *e official action can remove.
Tbeae are. in aubalaac*. tb* migratory habits of our

people, the great territorial area over which oar mad
service extends, a*d th* pertiusot fact that fully tbre*-
leurtbr o' tbe letters retunwd as dead b-exmv so through
clrcumstams* exclusively associated with the parties
inmedlatelv concerned. "Ifistaken address," "illegt*
Me,"' removed," . dead," are reason* tound on three-
fourths of the wtten, tested I* ibis respect by repeated
examine ions. It is evident tbat ao etToris or tbe De-
pariment oan reach such difficulties; and bencs it fol¬
lows toat th* dead letters, Irom year to year, will retain
a somewhat aairorm proportion to lb* whole nanMT
mailed.

Ttius, Id 1SS9. there were U81 deed letter* 10 .»«*
or.e thi'Uxand dollar* of pontage rerenua; lo 1101, 33*;
in IW2, 309; in 1««3 m. to 1*M, W»|; id 1M6, XM; la
lsttd, S47; aud In liMT, 278; (bowing, as tb« result of
eight yours of constant . (Tort, an improvement of 1<M
letter* to an amount of poeiage representative of op-
war-la «( :t3,00n letter* mailed. ,

It may be a'wved tnit Ilia four year* covered by tba
rooted* of the late rebellion |>re«aat amaJlar proportion*
of dead latter* crmparad with the pona<a revi-n»ia* than
either tha previous or anbeeqoenl year* of peace. Tbt* (

I* doubt ie*« attributable, not to an actual decrease ol
dead loiter*, but to the largo number of such artdre«aed
to ao'dter* wblcn failed lo rracb the dea-l letter office.
I ha-* aided lo the augmentation of the revenue*, bnl <
eoald not be tacuid'd in tha enumeration of dead lei-
tera; ih .n mat rleily affecting proportion* baedupon
.net) data, ltut for three tha prop rtlon* moots abo*a
woo Id imre (Men *ull more uniform.

Tlta eetimated aggregate* of letter* consigned to I ha
Inee I offlrea for delivery are 4&1.846 iio; for IftM. and
HU, 119 71» for 1*87. the proportion* of dead leiter* id
tlie^a *g*re ate* being about one par rent for l8(Wt. and
Imir-flfiha of ooa per cent for 1307.a fain at' one-fifth
or one per cant.which la ai*oone.firth oi theuropo tion
for l«fld On the riipi>o*tllnn that the ratio of HOfl waa
also that of 1»07, the letter correspondence of tha iatt»f
j-air wrotild have prodaoad 4,d«9,trJ4 dead lettar*.ad
aicam uf H"0,4tm over ibe actual r uirin.

TneaereeiKt* *how the presence and eTaett of agences
operation In 1*67 which werw not opera'ing la lHOd.
1 limmi.ikaoly tha»e areuwai are "request envelopes,"
Introduced in o tn«rn general u*e dunog Ibe past H*c»l
renr and bean ug d'rertly npon da*il loiter return*. Ill'
M estimated thai filly fifty ml lion* wre need during th*
year, the Department supplying at>out one-third of thai
ntimber, aa be'ore Mated.
A e mpaiaiiTe t.»» of tha ratd'n* of desdj foratg*

.ad dotn>'«ttc lattata far tbu same period* ruataiaa tbit
aonclua'on

la lddfl the proportion of daad foreign laitara la tha
whole oumbar rec.e.ved for delivery In the United Plate*
«M three and *is-tentba par oent. In 1K07 the propor-
"Hon waa two aad aavaa-ieatha per can', a gala o. thirty-
alt hundratbaaf aae per oent. or ene-oiotn of tba rail*
of 1S««. It thua appear*, while tba dnmeetie element
baa rained nee-fifth part df Ita ratio for tha preview
year, tbe foreign eiemeat baa gained only ona-aiatb pari
af lla ratla for tha mim yadr; ha** It fellow* that la
t*a paat laral year there war* agddolee advadtageoualy
»»aym tha daaaadM i*i*a>l. aad not affeoong tw

nSTostr MWIIII MM Hr*Ma*aacad ara "mad*
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